Blackfoot is spoken on the Blackfeet Reservation (South Piegan) in northwestern 
Montana, and the Blackfoot (Siksika), Blood (Kainaa), and Piegan (Apatohsipiikani) 
Reserves in Alberta. There are 5000-8000 fluent speakers: under 100 in Montana, 
mainly elderly, 1/3 to 1/2 of the 6000 Siksika and 7500 Kainaa, and 1/4 to 1/2 of the 
4500 Piegan (Don Frantz p.c. 1992). A few Siksika children know the language. The 
earliest recorded Blackfoot are the numbers 1-10 in James Isham's Observations on 
Hudsons Bay, 1743 (Taylor 1992) and 44 words in Umfreville 1790: 202. Taylor 1969: 
11-22 contains an annotated bibliography of work on Blackfoot to that point, and 



Dempsey & Moir 1989 further sources. A 19th-century grammar and dictionary are 
in Tims 1889. Josselin de Jong 1913b and 1914 contain texts, and Geers 1917 dis- 
cusses prefixes. Of special importance is work by Uhlenbeck, with texts (1911, 1912), 
grammar (1938), and dictionaries (Uhlenbeck & van Gulick 1930, 1934). More recent 
are grammars in Taylor 1969 and Frantz 1971, 1991, and a dictionary in Frantz & 
Russell 1989. Lowery 1979 and Proulx 1989 discuss phonology, Thomson 1978 gemi- 
nate stops and nasals, and Pustet 1995 obviation. Taylor 1989 surveys ethnobotany. 
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